






























































STC, Social 
Media, and You
Stay coNNecteD wIth STC 
wherever you go! STC�s Notebook blog 
(http://notebook.stc.org) includes multiple 
posts during the week on STC events, 
communities, hot topics, and more. On 
Twitter, follow STC @stc_org and follow 
the #stcorg hashtag; get information 
about the Summit from @STC_Summit 
or #stc12. Are you on LinkedIn? Search 
for the Society for Technical Commu-
nication group, or visit www.linkedin 
.com/groups?gid=2926. STC has started 
putting more videos up on YouTube as 
well; 
nd us at www.youtube.com/Society 
4TechComm. And sign up for our RSS 
feeds, too�click the RSS icon on the 
STC home page, STC�s Notebook, and 
both Intercom online (http://intercom.stc 
.org) and Technical Communication online 
(http://techcomm.stc.org). And of course, 
visit MySTC at www.stc.org/mystc and get 
involved in STC�s own social network, 
just for technical communicators. It�s all 
part of staying connected and getting 
more out of your STC membership. gi

opportunity both to teach and to 
learn. You can build new skills, 
expand the skills you have, and 
mentor newcomers. 

SIG membership links you with 
like-minded professionals all over 
the world. The small membership fee 
can open the door to good things for 
you, your career, and your profession. 
During this renewal period, add a SIG 
to your STC membership. Find out 
more about SIGs by visiting www.stc 
.org/about-stc/communities/special-interest-
groups/category/sigs. gi

LorI Meyer� is a member of eight STC 
Chapters and five Special Interest Groups 
(SIGs). She is currently serving as member-
ship manager of the Rochester Chapter, 
secretary of the Technical Editing SIG, and 
communications manager of the Carolina 
Chapter. She also volunteers for the East 
Bay, Palm Beaches, and Northeast Ohio 
chapters, and is a member of the Commu-
nity Affairs Committee outreach team. 

BY Lori MeYer | Senior Member 

If you are a MeMber of an 
STC geographic community, 
you know the many ways it can 
enhance your STC membership. 
Many members have also come to 
know the value of another group 
of STC communities�Special 
Interest Groups (SIGs). SIGs are 
virtual communities that re	ect 
the diversity of skills and interests 
in the technical communications 
profession. STC�s more than 20 SIGs 
include members who share common 
experiences, goals, and challenges. 
Each SIG provides access to a body of 
knowledge through resources such as 
newsletters, webinars, discussion lists, 
websites, blogs, special programs, 
and social media outlets.

Joining a SIG provides many 
opportunities to support your profes-
sional development and enrich your 
STC membership. Examples include:

44 Expanding your skill set in one or 
more special-interest areas, which 
provides value for your employer, 
increases your marketability, 
and contributes to the technical 
communication profession.
44 Keeping abreast of changes in 
your special-interest area and 
their impact on the profession. 
44 Networking and building 
friendships with fellow STC 
members who share your 
technical knowledge, interests, 
and challenges.
44 Volunteering, developing 
your leadership skills, and 
receiving recognition for your 
contributions. 
44 Sharing your expertise through 
demonstrations, presentations, 
workshops, newsletter articles, 
and mentoring. 
SIGs welcome members of all skill 

levels. They provide an excellent 

Why Join a SIG? 

New for the 2012 membership 
year, STC has introduced the New 
TC Professional membership! This 
membership level costs $160 per year 
and is aimed at recent graduates 
new to the technical communica-
tion profession. It�s a step between 
Student Membership and Classic 
Membership to help recent graduates 
continue their STC membership at an 
important time in their careers.

The New TC Professional level 
includes membership in one profes-
sional chapter and one Special 
Interest Group, plus everything all 

members receive: online access to 
Intercom and Technical Communication, 
free archived education seminars, 
access to the MySTC Network, 
education discounts, and so much 
more. All new members also receive 
the 2012 STC Salary Database free 
when it�s published in July 2012. 

To qualify for the New TC Profes-
sional membership rate, individuals 
must have graduated from a college or 
university within the past three years. 
If you have any questions, please email 
the STC membership department at 
membership@stc.org. gi

STC Introduces New TC  
Professional Membership Level

29www.stc.org





or opt for a stand-alone restaurant 
like The Billy Goat Tavern (subject 
of the John Belushi Saturday Night 
Live �Cheezburger, Cheezburger� skit 
from the seventies), Harry Caray�s, 
or the upscale Riva Restaurant. 
Either way, you can enjoy your meal 
while overlooking the city and lake. 
When you�re done, pick up Chicago 
souvenirs in the many shops.

Off of Navy Pier, you can catch a 
lake or riverboat tour. Either option 
is good if you want to relax and enjoy 
the view. But if you want a tour of the 
art, design, history, and landscape 
of the city, an architectural boat 
tour is the best bet. You will get a 
narrated trip through the river and 
canals along downtown streets. Native 
Chicagoans enjoy and recommend 
this tour, as it offers insights from 
experts and delves into the fascinating 
and little-known details about 
Chicago�s famous skyline. 

Two of Chicago�s most popular 
beaches are only a short walk from 

Dining and entertainment options 
at the hotel include the Red Bar 
and the �hip, contemporary� O�H 
American Grill, serving breakfast, 
lunch, and dinner.

The Hyatt runs a complimentary 
shuttle service between the hotel and 
O�Hare Airport. Look for the signs for 
the Hyatt Regency at the Bus/Shuttle 
Center; it departs from door 1.

Staying at the of
cial conference 
hotel allows attendees to take advantage 
of the after-hours informal networking 
that often takes place in bars, 
restaurants, and lobby of the hotel. And 
by staying at the Hyatt, you also help 
STC 
ll its contractual room block and 
keep rates down for future conferences.

See you in Rosemont at the Hyatt 
Regency O�Hare! gi 

Details on the 2012 Summit Of�cial Hotel
The 2012 SuMMIt takes place 20�23 
May 2012 in Rosemont, Illinois, just 
minutes from downtown Chicago. 
This year, all events take place in 
one location�at the Hyatt Regency 
O�Hare, a short drive from O�Hare 
International Airport.

STC has negotiated a special 
conference room rate for single or 
double accommodations at the Hyatt. 
Rates are $199 per day for a single and 
$209 per day for a double; you must 
register through the STC Summit 
website, http://summit.stc.org, to get  
that rate.

According to the hotel�s website, 
the Hyatt Regency O�Hare is �an iconic 
O�Hare airport hotel with cutting-edge 
design and dramatically transformed 
public space and guestrooms.� A 
$64-million-dollar upgrade included 
adding a conference center to its 
meeting space (which the hotel also 
renovated), allowing STC to hold all 
events at the hotel.  

Navy Pier.�At Oak Street Beach, you 
can enjoy a nice view of the city or 
catch some rays in the sand. At North 
Avenue Beach, you can watch the 
sand volleyball players or enjoy a bite 
to eat or a drink at the boathouse, 
overlooking the water. For a sky-high 
view of the city, head back to North 
Michigan Avenue and the Signature 
Lounge on the 96th 	oor of the John 
Hancock Center. There you�ll be able 
to enjoy cocktails and view the city 
and Lake Michigan shoreline from 
what is arguably the most stunning 
perspective in town.

The restaurant offerings in 
Chicago alone might be worth a 
trip downtown from Rosemont. 
For seafood, Shaw�s Crab House is 
a favorite. Or if you�d like to get a 
nice steak while you�re in town, you 
can go to Ruth Chris�s Steak House, 
Morton�s, or Gibson�s. For a taste of 
Chicago personality with your food, 
visit Ed Debevic�s diner.�And if you 
want to be sure to get your Chicago 

pizza 
x, you can go to Uno�s, Lou 
Malnati�s, Gino�s East, or Giordano�s.

For most of these downtown 
destinations, you can take a train 
from the conference area, then walk 
or take a short bus or cab ride. And 
for Navy Pier, there might be trolley 
or water taxi service available from 
the train station. If you plan to drive, 
check ahead at each location for local 
parking options (though Navy Pier, 
Millennium Park, the Field Museum, 
and Museum of Science and Industry 
do have paid parking lots onsite). 

Before you leave the Hyatt Regency 
O�Hare, you might want a little more 
information. Chicago Chapter Host 
Committee members will be on hand 
at the Summit Hospitality Table�and 
may be able to advise you on the 
schedules for the downtown trains 
and provide further information on 
restaurants and attractions, as well 
as what plays or attractions are at 
Chicago theaters. gi 
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